proved too strong, and the Italians were unable to
think of any other pursuit than the possession of
the holy city.   Victor Emmanuel was, probably, in-
clined to help France.   In fact he even agreed to do
so, when Prince Napoleon was sent to him from
Chalons by the Emperor, in August, 1870, at the
moment when disaster began to overtake the French
cause.   But the assistance of Italy was granted only
on condition that France should allow her to act as
she chose regarding Rome, a condition, however,
which the Emperor mindful of his promise to pro-
tect the Holy Father, was unable to accept.   By
loyal adherence to a promise made, the Emperor
deprived himself of the future help of Italy.  Victor
Emmanuel, after the fall of the Empire, was freed
from any remorse he might feel in not having sup-
ported the generous ally who had contributed in so
large a measure to the establishment of Italian unity.
Though Victor Emmanuel still entertained feelings
of friendship for Napoleon III he was in no wise
under obligations to the' new republican government
which had been set up in Paris, in regard to which
there could be no longer any question of remorse,
but, on the contrary, a feeling of relief at being
liberated from a disagreeable obligation, and of
pleasure on seeing the greater facilities thus unex-
pectedly offered for his unopposed entrance into
Borne.

On the other hand, Russia, from the point of view
of her interests in Europe, must have been disap-
pointed on seeing events take such an unexpected
turn. Her affection for Prussia was barely more
than simulated, though she did not at once perceive
the unquestioned disadvantage of the rapid growth-
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